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April 13, 2022 
 
 
The Lyon County Sheriff’s Office was the location of the April 13, 2022 LEPC meeting. Those attending were: 
 
 
Jeff Cope, Lyon County Sheriff Brandon Beck, Emporia Fire and EMS 
Jarrod Fell, Lyon County Emerg. Management Keith Senn, Emporia Public Works 
John Koelsch, Lyon County Sheriff’s Office Shane Brunner, Lyon County LCAT 
Chip Woods, Lyon County Highway Dept  Roxanne VanGundy, LCECC 
Jennifer Millbern, Lyon County Public Health  Kelly Mayer, Emporia Chamber and CVB 
Nichole Schlesener, Lyon County EM, LEPC Sec. Hayley Guion, Newman Regional Health 
Jerry Cook, ESU Police Department   Harold Blitz, Newman Regional Health 
Rolland Trahoon, Evergy   Josh Smith, KDEM 
Victoria Smith, Court Trustee/PIO Gary Tolle, Southern Star Central 
Mylie Hadden, The Salvation Army Jon Reed, Hometown Health Care 
Jeff Ruffin, The Salvation Army Kristi Noonan, Hometown Health Care 
Paul Beadles, USD 253-Emporia Brandee Orender, Lyon County State Bank 
Michael Albright, USD 252-Hartford Jeff Jackson, Kansas Gas 
Jennifer Tremblay, Fresenius Kidney Care Loretta Torres, Quest Services, Inc. 
Andrea Elwood, Hand in Hand Hospice 
 
 
 
LEPC Member Victoria Smith called the meeting to order at 12:15 p.m. 

• Chair and Vice-Chair were unable to attend this meeting. 
 
Motion: Approve the January 20th, 2022 minutes: Keith Senn (Chip Woods) 29-0 
 
Jarrod Fell reviewed the process to view Tier II reports. These reports are available to the public upon request 
and will be present at every in-person quarterly meeting of the LEPC. We have put these into an Excel sheet to 
allow everyone to quickly review each Tier II reporter; this was passed around to each member for their review. 
To view Tier II reports, please contact Nichole Schlesener at Lyon County Emergency Management, 425 
Mechanic Street, Emporia Kansas 66801, (620) 341-3203. 
 



 
Old Business: None 

LEPC Memberships: At the first of the year, we will need to redo bylaw for voting in members. KDEM 
will allow us to list organizations rather than voting each time they have a personnel change within 
their agency. We did cover who has retired and who is replacing those within area agencies/members. 

 
New Business: 

A copy of the ESF4, ESF5 and ESF6 annexes were emailed to all members prior to this meeting for 
review. Jarrod Fell is emailing these with updates for review and asks that everyone take a look at these 
as they come out. If anyone has any updates or they would like to see our ESF’s please send those 
requests to Jarrod Fell. 
 No members were opposed to updating and reviewing these annexes via email. 
 
Gary Tolle with Southern Star gave a presentation on the company. Informing us of the “who, what 
and where” of Southern Star. 
 
Greg Bolinger, Tyson- Cancelled presentation on March 23, 2022. Was not able to present at this 
meeting. 
 
Hayley Guion and Harold Blits, Newman Regional Health, presented the group with Newman Regional 
Health’s HVA/EOP information. They also requested input from any members in attendance. 
 
Jarrod Fell, Lyon County Emergency Management, discussed the Lyon County Reception Center plan 
we have in case of a disaster at the Wolf Creek power plant. Informed them of the training we just held 
March 16, 2022, with Coffey County. We discussed the possibility of a location change for our 
Reception Center from Neosho Rapids to Hartford due to the availability of resources to manage this 
event. He briefed everyone on the After-Action Report from our joint training event. Asked for 
volunteers to assist and be part of the reception response/training group. 
 

 
Coordinator Report: 

Coming out of COVID and has had to meet requirements 
 We had a FADTTX-Animal Disease training exercise. 
 Reception and Care Center Training for Wolf Creek. 
 
LEPC quarterly meetings for 2022 our last couple meetings for this year are scheduled for July 20th 
and October 13th from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. If you are unable to attend any of the meetings, please 
notify Nichole and send a representative from your agency in your place. 
 
An update was given on the new Lyon County radio project. Jarrod has been working to get all the 
county radios re-programed. This is done every two years. 
 
There will be planning for a Communications exercise that will take place before the end of the year. 
 

Discipline Reports: 
 

Sheriff’s Office:  
We are currently looking for help in our agency. Currently we are down roughly 18 people 
within the agency; this puts us at a critical level. If anyone knows anyone looking for a job, 
please send them our way. 
 We have positions in the Detention Center and Deputy positions open. 
 



 
May 11th, training with Fire Department. This will be a multi-agency incident. We had several 
out of control burns last Saturday; 86 fires one day and 200+ controlled burns the day it was 
out of control. 

 
Emporia Fire and EMS: None 
 They share the woes of everyone else with staffing issues. They are down about 8 positions. 
 
Emporia State University: None 
 
Emporia Public Works:  
 They are hiring for various positions as well. 
 
Hometown Health: 

Care: Looking for a clinical coordinator for their Emporia office. 
 
Lyon County Emergency Communication Center: 

Still facing high call volumes; higher than what they can manage. Steadily adding to their 
forces. Need 4 more people to match the call volume coming in. It takes about a good year 
before they can “turn out” a good dispatcher. Trying to get to 8hr shifts; currently they work 
12hr shifts. 

  
 Lyon County Highway Department: None 

 
Kansas Division of Emergency Management: 

Currently just monitoring fire activity. Not much else going on at this time. 
 
L-Cat:  
 Could still use a couple PT employees. In better spot then they were a couple months ago. 

Everyone will begin to see the new design on their vehicles as they are phasing out the old 
design. Mask mandate ends April 18th for the bus passengers unless they extend it. 

 
The Salvation Army:  
 They are always needing volunteers! They no longer offer the bread line to the community; 

instead, food goes into the pantry to be disbursed. They do need to fill two positions currently. 
 
Kansas Gas:  

They are now doing their own line locations rather than contracting that work out. Had pipeline 
damage last week; but were able to get that shut down. Did have to do evacuations for 4 blocks 
due to wind at the time of incident. Took 45 minutes to shut off and was a 13hr day to get all 
repairs completed. They will be involved in Prairie/South Ave as they must move a line. They 
are fully staffed. 

 
Fresenius Kidney Clinic: None 
 
Newman Regional Health: None 
 
Flint Hills Community Health Center:  

Trying to do more community outreach for vaccination clinics. There are a lot of home tests in 
our community, would recommend each household have 3 to 4 on hand. They expect an uptick 
in cases. If this occurs, then there will be a strain on facilities. We will also not see a large-
scale community response like we did when COVID first began if we get another wave come 
through our community as they are returning to a new post-Covid normal. 



 
 
USD #253-Emporia: 

District just went mask free; kids are adjusting well. Lots of construction being done at various 
locations. They are having trouble getting technology resources available. Before COVID they 
were evaluating phone systems to assist with call volume in the district. 

 
Emporia Chamber and CVB: 

They have events coming up and there will be a lot of people in town. 
 
Evergy: None 
 
Lyon County District Court: None 
 
Kansas Parks and Wildlife:  

Coffey County has hired a new Game Warden. 
 
Court Trustee: None 
 
Lyon County State Bank: None 
 

The next LEPC Meeting: 
 
July 20, 2022 
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
 
There being no further business, the LEPC adjourned at 1:38 p.m. 
 
Respectfully, 
Nichole Schlesener 
LEPC Secretary 


