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LYON COUNTY COMMISSION MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 18, 2010 

 
 
The Board of Lyon County Commissioners met in Action Session at 8:00 a.m. in 
the Commission Chambers with the following people in attendance. 
 
Scott Briggs, Chairman     Rollie Martin, Vice Chairman 
Teresa Walters, Commissioner    Tammy Vopat, County Clerk 
Marc Goodman, County Counselor   Dan Slater, County Controller 
 
Others attending part of the meeting were: 
Bobbie Agler, A&M Consulting    Christie Miller, A&M Consulting 
Chip Woods, Road & Bridge    Joyce Wilson, City of Olpe  
Jerry Templemeyer, City of Olpe   Chris Phillips, Fair Board 
Samuel Seeley, Zoning      Amy Jordan, Lyon Co. Extension  
Brandy Nance, Gazette Reporter   Laurie Redeker, H.R. 
Chris Wilkinson, Facilities    Kay Calvert, resident 
Michael Halleran, Asst. Co. Counselor  Jim Brull, Road & Bridge 
Bruce Boettcher, B&G Consultants   Brian Keith, resident 
Chuck Samples, KVOE     Sheila Price, Fair Board 
Roger Potter, resident     John Price, resident 
Mike Jones, resident     Elizabeth Stoll, resident 
Wayne Stoll, resident     Lloyd Brown, resident 
Karen Hartenbower, resident    Bill Yeager, resident 
Matt Bristow, Gazette Reporter   John Maxfield, resident 
E.T. Anderson, resident     Tom Lorenz, resident 
Randy Edmunds, resident    Lester Edmunds, resident 
Betty Edmunds, resident 
 
Call to Order 
 
Motion:  To Approve the Agenda as amended.   Briggs/Martin 3-0 
 
Motion:  To Approve Warrants Payable 11-19-10 in the amount of $58,827.23. 

Briggs/Martin 3-0 
 
Motion:  To Approve minutes of the 11-10-10 meeting.  Briggs/Walters 3-0 
 
 
Reports 
 
Commissioner Walters: 
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• I attended Veteran’s Day events last Thursday.  Our community is to be 
commended for the way they acknowledge the sacrifices made by our 
veterans and their families. 

• I was at the Kansas Association of Counties Conference Sunday through 
Tuesday.  There were some very timely and worthwhile topics covered and, 
of course, the opportunity to visit with other commissioners from across 
the state is a perk. 

• Monday morning I participated in a conference call with Flint Hills 
Technical College board members to approve some warrants to be paid 
from a grant that had not been on our list to approve at our board meeting 
on November 8th. 

• Tuesday evening I stopped in Ottawa and attended the ECKAN Annual 
Recognition Dinner. 

• Flint Hills Community Health Center Board meeting is next Tuesday.  
There will be a joint meeting on December 8th at the county. 

 
Commissioner Martin: 

• Attended the Veteran’s Day celebration, I am very proud of our community 
in their honor of their veterans. 

• Attended the KAC Conference.   
• Will not be able to attend the Council on Aging meeting on Monday. 
• Commissioners will be invited to the Lyon County Extension meeting on 

December 1st. 
 
Commissioner Briggs: 

• Attended the Veteran’s Day Celebration events, the final prayer by Rev. 
Detweiler  was very moving.  

• Attended the RDA meeting last Friday. 
• Will be receiving an invitation to the 4-H dinner. 
• Attended the KAC Conference, very good to visit with other commissioners 

throughout the state. 
• There will be a meeting on Nov. 30th to discuss bringing high speed 

internet into the community. 
• Attended the Emporia Enterprise Board Meeting yesterday. 

 
Dan Slater: 

• Internet problems are being worked on with AT&T. 
• Problems with tax system as we work through the conversion process. 
• Meeting tomorrow with water grant personnel. 

 
Marc Goodman: 

• Attended RDA meeting last Friday. 
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Tammy Vopat: 
• State abstracts have been submitted. 
• Election abstracts and post election reports are finalized.  The Commission 

will need to sign the final abstract for the 2010 General Election. 
• Levy sheets are finished and have been distributed.  I printed the levy 

sheets in house, reducing costs to the county. 
 
Bobbie Agler & Christie Miller, A&M Consulting:  Reviewed the monthly report of 
financials for the county and end of year balances with trending comparisons.   
 
Jerry Tempelmeyer & Joyce Wilson:  Discussion of City of Olpe Tax Abatement 
for new business.    
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, Legal with Commissioners, Marc 
Goodman, Dan Slater, Jerry Tempelmeyer and Joyce Wilson, to return at 9:15 
a.m.            Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 9:15 a.m. with information. 
 
Discussion of Iowa Street in Olpe and resolution of speed problems and safety 
concerns. 
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, Proprietary, with Commissioners, Marc 
Goodman and Dan Slater, to return at 9:30 a.m.   Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 9:32 a.m. 
 
Break 
 
Public Comment:   
Karen Hartenbower: wanted to share a concern of a bank stabilization project.  A 
dike is being built which will result in a flooding issue on her property.  She was 
not informed of any changes to the area. 
 
E.T. Anderson: after discussion with family, the request is the buildings remain 
in tact and will contribute to their upkeep.  The conditions of the quonset huts 
are solid. 
 
Lloyd Brown & Lester Edmunds:  would like to see a museum moved into the 
quonset huts.  Mr. Edmunds described antique equipment he owns that could 
be on display in the museum. 
 
Lloyd Brown:  In absence of daughter Deb Fields, she would like the buildings 
used for a 4-H type museum. 
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Greg Gasche:  The fair board unanimously voted to remove the quonset 
buildings.  Discussion has followed and the fair board has not changed their 
position. 
 
Wayne Stoll:  Removal of 16000 sq feet of storage and erection of new building 
will not allow for any storage facility on the premises.  Removal would be an 
insult to the Anderson family. 
 
John Maxfield:  The buildings represent the agricultural aspect of our 
community.  Leaving the buildings will endorse the agricultural aspect of the 
fair. 
 
Bill Yeager:  After reading the articles and seeing the buildings at the fair- 
grounds.  He stated a comparison to aging. 
 
Brian Keith:  I believe the buildings have served their purpose and we need to 
progress making the area a more positive draw to the community and also in 
appreciation of the Anderson family for their gift to the community. 
 
Laurie Redeker, Human Resources & Chris Wilkinson, Facilities:  Thank you to 
Chris Wilkinson for her help on the handbook.  Discussed optional clause 
regarding breast feeding in the building.  The Prohibited Harassment change was 
discussed. SAFE at Home law was discussed. Further discussion followed on 
other changes being proposed.  A draft copy will be submitted to the Department 
Heads for feedback. 
 
Dan Slater:  presented bids submitted for the removal of Quonset buildings. 
Maps of the fairgrounds were presented and displayed by Samuel Seeley. 
 
Commissioner Briggs discussed the proposals and the impact to the area. 
Need to be proactive in what they decide.  He would like to see community come 
together on this issue and to recognize the generous contributions made from 
both the Anderson Family and the Bowyer 79 Fund. 
 
Commissioner Martin talked about how we can improve the fairgrounds and 
received a lot of feedback from the community.  The 2 main issues were the 
storage and the value in relationship to the quonset huts.  More comments in 
favor of doing what was right, for now and for in the future.  Commissioner 
Martin commented on the adjoining value of the property for sale.  We are 
dealing with a very valuable gift from the Anderson Family.  The Quonset huts 
are valued by the Lyon County Appraiser’s office at $6,200.00 each.  The entire 
area has changed from the original donation of the buildings.  The question to be 
considered should be the best use of the buildings and property.  What will be 
decided today will be a decision for the future of our families and our 
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community.  Commissioner Martin stated, teaching our youth to learn the soft 
skills is so important and he pledged today to do the right things, making this 
area viable. 
 
Commissioner Walters:  Our community is blessed to have the families that have 
contributed to our community and are thinking ahead.  Mr. Bowyer would like to 
be added to this list.  The original donation is still giving back to our community. 
I appreciate all comments on this issue. Change is very hard, but without 
change progress does not happen.  Would like to pledge to the community that 
the best interest of the community is in mind and all opinions are valued. 
 
Commissioner Briggs commented, he was never involved in 4-H growing up, 
which is a missed opportunity.  A lot of community input has been very much 
appreciated.  We can all be winners on this issue if we work together to move 
forward.   
  
Motion:  To Approve a bid from Bruce Davis Construction in the amount of 
$16,000.00 for the removal of Quonset buildings.    Briggs/Martin 3-0 
 
Commissioner Briggs:  Many calls and emails, the overwhelming majority wanted 
the buildings taken down.  Other counties are watching us on this issue, waiting 
to see if we move forward. 
 
Commissioner Martin:  His decision came down to the future of the kids and the 
fairgrounds.  Credit to Mr. Anderson who made him really think hard and take 
stock in this decision.   
 
Commissioner Walters: the value in change and progress and making this a 
destination site for community development is what her decision was based on. 
 
E.T. Anderson asked the Commission why the Bowyer building has to be placed 
where it is planned to be considering all the space available. 
 
Commissioner Briggs stated that Mr. Bowyer never asked that the quonset 
buildings be removed.   
 
Motion:  To Appoint Kathy Mildward as Pike Township Clerk.   

Briggs/Walters 3-0 
 
Chip Woods & Brian Keith, Keith Cattle Co.; Discussed issue of weight limits on 
Bridge FAS 240, north of Allen. 
 
Bruce Boettcher, BG Consultants:  Discussion of services offered for on-site 
engineering on the fairground development. 
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Marc Goodman approved as to form and content. 
 
Motion:  To Approve Commission signing contract with BG Consultants, Inc., 
and Lyon County, Kansas.         Briggs/Walters 3-0 
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, Legal with Commissioners, Sam Seeley 
and Marc Goodman, to return at 11:30 a.m.   Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 11:30 a.m. with information. 
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, Legal with Commissioners, Marc 
Goodman, Michael Halleran and Dan Slater, to return at 12:00 p.m. 
          Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 12:00 p.m. with information. 
 
Motion:  To Adjourn.       Briggs/Walters 3-0 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the next Action Session will 
take place on November 24th, there will be no Study Session preceding the Action 
Session. 
 
Attest:       Affirm: 
 
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Tammy Vopat      Scott Briggs, Chairman 
Lyon County Clerk     Lyon County Commission 
 
 


