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LYON COUNTY COMMISSION MINTUES 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2010 

 
 
The Board of Lyon County Commissioners met in Action Session at 8:00 a.m. with 
the following people in attendance. 
 
Scott Briggs, Chairman     Rollie Martin, Vice Chairman 
Teresa Walters, Commissioner    Tammy Vopat, County Clerk 
Marc Goodman, County Counselor   Dan Slater, Controller 
 
Others attending part of the meeting were: 
Susan Fowler, Law Librarian    Christie Miller, A&M Consulting 
Bobbie Agler, A&M Consulting    Gary Eichorn, Sheriff 
Brian Anstey, Sheriff’s Office    Chuck Samples, KVOE 
Laurie Hollembeak, Human Resources 
 
Call to Order 
 
Motion:  To Approve the Agenda as amended.   Walters/Martin 3-0  
 
Motion:  To Approve the Consent Agenda as follows:  Martin/Walters 3-0 

a) Approve Warrants Payable 9-3-10 in the amount of $329,031.30. 
b) Approve Payroll Payable 9-3-10 in the amount of $216,486.94. 
c) Approve Payroll Withholdings Payable 9-3-10 in the amount of $151,016.92. 
d) Approve the minutes of the 8-26-10 meeting. 
e) Approve Chip Woods attending the 35th Annual KAC Conference in Overland 

Park and pay the $210.00 registration fee and related travel expenses from 
the Road & Bridge Fund 0-11-00-7420. 

f) Approve the low bid from Hutchinson Salt Company for 500 tons of salt for 
the 2010-2011 season and the hauling rates as listed on the tabulation 
sheet. 

g) Approve Community Corrections purchasing 12 badges and 12 badge   
holders for an amount of $1,140.00 

h) Approve County Attorney’s donation of $500.00 to the Emporia Area Girl 
Scout Council to be paid from Fund #86. 

i) Approve County Appraiser to purchase a Savin C9020 digital color imaging 
system from Century United bid at $7,521.00 with the net expenditure being 
$4,387.00 after a trade-in-allowance of $3,134.00 for a Savin 4018 copier 
and an HP5500 color printer, to be paid from Fund #17. 

j) Approve the County Appraiser to purchase an XG Xion 7000 computer tower 
in the amount of $1,007.40, to be paid from Fund #17. 
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k) Approve Flint Hills Community Health Center proceeding with “New Access 
Points” Grant Application. 

l) Approve Flint Hills Community Health Center proceeding with Capital 
Improvement Grant Application with Kansas Association for the Medical 
Underserved. 

 
Reports 
 
Commissioner Briggs: 

• Attended the Flint Hills Community Health Center meeting. 
• Attended the 4-H Fair Board picnic. 
• Attended Clint Bowyer fund raising event on Saturday. 

 
Commissioner Walters: 

• Bon Jovi sang, “Living on a Prayer…..” And many in Emporia apparently feel 
that, because our city commission has taken that stand on assuming a 
deficit budget and spending down reserves, it will work for all of us.  The 
county wide sales tax adopted by voters was intended to assist the smaller 
communities in Lyon County in achieving much-needed infrastructure 
improvement as well as to prevent a substantial increase in ad valorem 
property tax.  Both of these goals have been achieved.   
If minutes from last week’s county commission meeting had been reviewed, 
one would have seen the statement by the County Controller that, if it had 
not been for the county wide sales tax, the Board of County Commissioners 
would be considering a possible 12 mill levy increase, rather than the 5 mill 
currently being deliberated. 
If one looks as the proposed budget, the spending is not increased a great 
deal from last year.  The difference is the revenue-a loss in investment 
income, for one.  Another is a significant loss in prisoner care income from 
other counties.  However, just because the prisoners aren’t coming from 
other counties our jail is not empty and still requires jailers.  Those who were 
in attendance at our public budget meeting did not identify any services 
currently being provided which should be cut or eliminated.  It was also 
stated by many in attendance that there was a clear correlation between 
county taxes paid and the value received in said services.  In the future, that 
forum would be a good one for others to attend to make their opinions 
known. 
Many increases that can be found in the proposed budget are items that the 
county is not mandated to provide - $40,000 for our “share” of a new 
ambulance that will be the property of the city; $21,000 for yet another 
community clean-up project; and $13,000 in L-CAT services even though the 
majority of rides are within the City of Emporia. 
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The county commissioners are not the reckless rubes as some would like to 
portray them.  Because of prudent spending the courthouse bonds have 
been paid down quicker than expected to prevent the county having to pay 
huge interest rates and will enable the bonds to be paid off almost 8 years 
early.  Many departments have tight budgets that have little room for 
change, and when possible, funds are carried over to the next year. 
As of this moment, the budget has not yet been approved so we do not yet 
know the final decision.  I can only speak for myself in saying that I deny 
media and others’ contention that money is being wasted.  I feel confident 
that the Lyon County Board of Commissioners will make a decision which is 
the most responsible way of using the taxpayers’ money to provide needed 
services. 
This has been Thursday Thoughts. 
 

Commissioner Martin: 
• Attended the Lyon County Extension meeting yesterday.  They will have 

elections to the board and various advisory committees in October.  One 
change that was made is that the board members will be elected at large 
from the county and not by representation from each of the commissioners 
district. 

• I will attend the JEDAC meeting on Tuesday morning.   
• Sales tax collections was high this month but very inconsistent. 
• It is our responsibility as commissions to make the changes needed in our 

community.  Who should we listen to?  People use resources, of time and 
commitment to come to a public meeting.  I respect all the opinions of 
others.  The most correct information will come from this commission.  We 
are the most reliable source for correct information.  Let’s get all aboard and 
get our goods delivered.  
 

Marc Goodman: 
• Will attend the JEDAC meeting on Tuesday. 

  
Tammy Vopat: 

• Deputy Lanny Linebarger will record the minutes next week in my absence. 
• September 16th I will be attending the KCOA Conference with Deputy 

Linebarger.   
 
Dan Slater: 

• Ran month end numbers, revenue stayed the same. 
• Financials look good. Sales tax numbers look good.  Fluctuation is tough to 

budget with. 
• Additional payment will be made on the courthouse today. 
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Commissioner Briggs noted that he had never seen either Steve Sauder or Chris 
Walker in any of the budget meetings.  Services are needed and we need to 
continue to support them.  We have to maintain our infrastructure.  RDA needs to 
concentrate on bigger business.  I have noticed in the blogs, seems like 
Commissioner Walters is constantly attacked, I am very disgusted with it.  I 
contacted several people and received a lot of legitimate input. 

 
Susan Fowler:  Offered her professional services as law librarian and the website 
could also be used to combat misinformation.  
 

Dan Slater discussed the contract for Agler & Gaeddert. 
 
Motion:  To Approve Agler & Gaeddert Chartered Contract for Annual Audit. 
          Briggs/Martin 3-0 
 
Marc Goodman asked if this is a mandatory audit.  Dan Slater confirmed it was. 
  
Gary Eichorn & Brian Anstey discussed their budget.  The jail is a business in 
itself while each inmate is provided with every service as required by law.  The 
County is mandated to provide insurance, reasonable medical and personal care.  
126 people in jail today.  There are 46 staff members related to the jail.  4,000 
people a year are booked in to and out of the jail. 
 
Commissioner Briggs commented on the housing of out of town prisoners and 
when they don’t house out of town prisoners, why is staff needed.  Gary Eichorn 
explained the transporting of prisoners between counties, courts, etc., those 
inmates consume a large amount of time.  Also, food costs are up which impacts 
the courts, etc. budgets, while a balanced meal is mandated.  Additionally, work 
release persons (currently 36) are labor intensive due to security issues.  Out of 
town inmates require minimal staff time, laundry, meals, no transport, etc. 
Consolidation of services was discussed - focusing on dispatch, not having a back- 
up system is a concern.  With major cuts in budget, reducing officer staff the 
county would have to rely on state and city for back-up.  As of now, 5 officers are 
assigned per shift for 24 hour coverage.  If the department was cut by 1/3 this 
would result back to the 1997-98 era when there were 3 officers per shift with this 
being, 1 officer per approximately 900 square miles. 
Question to Brian Anstey what effect on jail if jailers were decrease by 1/3.  Safety 
would be a major concern, overtime would increase, turn over would increase also. 
Mandated requirements by the state result in more costs to the sheriff’s office with 
DNA testing, paperwork, etc.  
 
Bobbie Agler, Christie Miller, A&M Consulting and Dan Slater:  Discussion of 
budgets.  
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Motion:  To publish the Lyon County budget as presented.        
          Martin/Walters 3-0 
 
Break 
 
Public Comment Time:  no one present to comment. 
  
Motion:  To Adjourn.       Briggs/Walters 3-0 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the next Study Session will take 
place on September 8, 2010 and the next Action Session on September 9, 2010. 
 
Attest:       Affirm: 
 
 
 
___________________________________   ______________________________ 
Tammy Vopat      Scott Briggs, Chairman 
Lyon County Clerk     Lyon County Commission 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


