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LYON COUNTY COMMISSION MINUTES 
AUGUST 12, 2010 

 
 
 
The Board of Lyon County Commissioners met in Action Session at 8:00 a.m. in 
Commission Chambers with the following people in attendance: 
 
Scott Briggs, Chairman     Rollie Martin, Vice Chairman 
Teresa Walters, Commissioner    Tammy Vopat, County Clerk 
Marc Goodman, County Counselor   Dan Slater, Controller 
 
Others attending part of the meeting were: 
 
Brandy Nance, Gazette Reporter   K.B. Thomas, resident 
Samuel Seeley, Zoning/Flood Plain Mgt.  Jeff O’Dell, KVOE 
Nick Heiman, Co. Counselors Office 
 
Call to Order 
 
Motion:  To Approve the Agenda as presented.   Briggs/Martin 3-0 
 
Motion:  To Approve the Consent Agenda as follows:  Martin/Walters 3-0 

a) Approve Warrants Payable 8-13-2010 in the amount of $161,498.24. 
b)  Approve and sign Utility Agreement with Lyon-Coffey Electric for Project 

04-EP, KDOT Project 56 C-4530-01, for the bridge replacement project 
over Allen Creek on Road 310, West of Road H. 

  
Motion:  To Approve the minutes of the 8-5-2010 meeting. Martin/Walters 3-0 
 
Motion:  To Approve minutes of the 8-6-2010 Lyon County Board of Canvassers 
meeting.         Martin/Walters 3-0 
 
Discussion of Ambulance Contract. 
Marc Goodman: Approved as to form and content.     
      
Motion:  To Approve signing the Ambulance Contract with the City of Emporia 
for years 2010, 2011 & 2012.      Martin/Walters 3-0 
 
Commission will sign the Ambulance Contract when grammatical errors are 
corrected. 
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Motion:  To Adopt Resolution 22-10, A Cooperation Agreement Pursuant to the 
Kansas Local Residential Housing Finance Law, K.S.A. 12-5216 ET SEQ as 
amended between Sedgwick County, Kansas and Shawnee County, Kansas 
(Jointly, the “Issuers”) and Lyon County, Kansas.  Briggs/Martin 3-0 
 
Marc Goodman:  This is an enabling document only. 
 
Sam Seeley: discussion of zoning fee schedule. 
 
Commission received and signed corrected copy of Ambulance Contract. 
 
 
Reports 
 
Commissioner Walters: 

• I attended the Flint Hills Board of Trustees meeting Monday afternoon.  
They reported the highest enrollment in their history-655 headcount (560 
last year).  Some classes are full, with additional students taking online 
courses. 

• We held our budget meeting that evening.  I appreciate the turn out and 
positive comments about the value the attendees see in the taxes they pay 
to the county. 

• Flint Hills Community Center is having an Open House tomorrow at 11:30 
to celebrate National Health Center Week. 

• Next Tuesday the Lyon County Community Organizations Active in 
Disaster or LC-COAD is having a community kickoff at the Anderson 
Building.  I spoke to Rick Frevert and they are working with him with a 
goal of trying to get agencies in the community informed on what their role 
could be if an emergency or disaster occurred.  They would like to have a 
commissioner there, but Rick said that, if we’re unable to be there, he 
would apologize for our absence but explain that we are involved in our 
role with the county. 

• There will be a shelter open today at Messiah Lutheran Church, 1101 
Neosho, for those who have no air conditioning.  Their parish hall will be 
open during daylight hours-they’ll have a TV to watch, cold drinks, etc.  

 
Commissioner Briggs: 

• Will attend the RDA meeting tomorrow morning, RDA has scheduled a 
tour of the Hill’s Pet Food Plant. 

• Like to thank the patrons for attending the budget meeting, impressed 
with the way everyone conducted themselves and appreciate the input.  
Also thank you to Department Heads for attending the meeting and I 
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appreciate Dan Slater and his thorough information provided for the 
meeting. 

• Thank you to the Fair Board for conducting a great event this year even in 
light of the tragedy.  Participation in 4-H was excellent. 

 
 
Commissioner Martin: 

• Thank you to county patrons for attending the budget meeting. 
• Received a thank you for the Noxious Weed Department for the taking care 

of a thistle problem in the right of way. 
• Thank you to the Fair Board for the hard work and success. 

 
Marc Goodman: 

• Will attend the RDA meeting tomorrow morning. 
• Opposes election of Supreme Court Justices. 

 
Dan Slater: 

• Enjoyed budget meeting and appreciated the input from the community. 
• Meeting with CIC software personnel to reschedule training went very well. 

 
Tammy Vopat: 

• Recorded the minutes of the Public Budget Meeting. 
• General Election Canvass set for November 5, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. 
• Will attend the next meeting of LC-COAD if possible.  Spoke with Bill 

Persinger, I agreed to be a point of contact for their organization in the 
event of a disaster. 

 
Discussion continued with Sam Seeley regarding Resolution 23-10. 
 
Motion:  To Adopt Resolution 23-10, a Resolution Repealing Resolution 10-03.  
Proposed Changes to Schedule of Fees for Zoning and Flood Plain Management. 
          Briggs/Walters 3-0 
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, Proprietary with Commissioners, Marc 
Goodman and Dan Slater to return at 9:30 a.m.   Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 9:32 a.m. with information. 
 
Break 
  
Public Comment Time:  K.B. Thomas Broker, American Real Estate, seriousness 
of housing situation in Emporia, provided list of 18 sheriff’s sales.  Glad 
Commission passed the Resolution on Local Residential Housing Finance Law. 
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Mr. Thomas indicated the actual situs addresses of the Sheriff’s Sales.  “There is 
a plague on the market which is driving down the appraisals.”  Mr. Thomas 
agrees the Americus road needs to be upgraded but now is not the time.  Look 
for more stimulus money after the November Election.  Need to hold the line the 
best you can, I understand the changes at Newman Regional Hospital and think 
they will continue that direction.  Heard Fanestil is moving to Coffey County, fact 
remains people will relocate.  If gasoline goes to $4.00 people will move also 
which is closer to shopping in Topeka.  9 out of 10 cities across country are 
cutting back, a lot of communities are in trouble with pension funds, benefits 
are outweighing the contributions, need to hold the line.  Last comment, 
respectfully disagree with County Attorney, need to take back justice system, 
especially on the federal level, obliterated the constitution.  Thank you. 
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, Proprietary with Commissioners, Marc 
Goodman, Nick Heiman and Dan Slater, to return at 10:15 a.m.  Briggs/Walters 
3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 10:15 a.m. with directions to counsel. 
 
Dan Slater:  Discussion of Budget.  The General Fund is under budget from last 
year.  Some increases in some of the budgets with varying reasons.  All of the 
budgets that had increases need to be looked at by Commission and also the 
reasons of the increases.  Cash carry forward is still an issue that we need 
direction on.  Employee benefits costs are up.  At this point, asking for direction 
from the Commission. As it is now we are looking at 1.5 mill increase in general 
fund and 5.5 mill increase in road and bridge fund. 
 
Commissioner Walters would like to look at a long term plan from Road & 
Bridge.  Need to look at different solutions to road repairs and would like to meet 
with Chip Woods for more details. 
 
Commissioner Briggs talked about different gravel solutions.  
Discussion followed. 
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, NEP with Commissioners to return at 
11:00 a.m.         Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 11:00 a.m. with information. 
 
 
Motion:  To Adjourn.       Martin/Walters 3-0
      
 
There being no further business before the Board, the next Study Session will 
take place on August 18, 2010 and the next Action Session on August 19, 2010. 
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Attest:       Affirm: 
 
 
 
_________________________________   ______________________________ 
Tammy Vopat      Scott Briggs, Chairman 
Lyon County Clerk     Lyon County Commission 

 
 


