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LYON COUNTY COMMISSION MINUTES 
JULY 22, 2010 

 
 
The Board of Lyon County Commissioners met in Action Session at 8:00 a.m. 
in the Commission Chambers with the following people in attendance. 
 
 
Scott Briggs, Chairman     Rollie Martin, Vice Chairman 
Teresa Walters, Commissioner    Tammy Vopat, County Clerk 
Marc Goodman, County Counselor   Dan Slater, County Controller 
 
Others attending part of the meeting were: 
Brandy Nance, Emporia Gazette   Chuck Samples, KVOE 
Bobbie Agler, A&M Consulting    Christie Miller, A&M Consulting 
Kent Heermann, RDA 
 
 
Call to Order 
 
Motion:  To Approve the Agenda as amended.         Walters/Martin 3-0  
 
Motion:  To Approve the Consent Agenda as follows:           Martin/Walters 3-0 

a)  Warrants Payable 7-23-10 in the amount of $113,928.45. 
b)  Payroll Payable 7-23-10 in the amount of $211,435.72. 
c)  Payroll Withholdings Payable 7-23-10 in the amount of $258,600.03. 
d)  Approve the Sheriff’s Department purchase of four (4) Glock Pistols from 

OMB for reserve use in, the amount of $1,200.00 to be paid from 
Forfeiture Fund 82. 

e) Approve Chairman to sign Amendment to Contract between The Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment and Lyon County Health 
Department. 

f) Approve Chairman to sign Amendment to Contract between The Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment and East Central Coalition. 

 
Reports: 
 
Commissioner Briggs: 

• Attended Crime Stoppers meeting yesterday. 
• Attended the RDA meeting on Friday. 
• Contacted the Department of Commerce regarding broad band and high 

speed internet.  Setting up a meeting with community leaders to discuss 
our needs. 
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Commissioner Walters: 

• Helped Karen Cope get access to information to determine if a funeral 
would qualify as an indigent situation and will follow up with the local 
SRS personnel to try to streamline that entire process further, for both 
Charter Funeral Homes and Robert-Blue Barnett. 

• Unable to attend the 4-H picnic this evening.  I have enjoyed that event 
in the past and regret that I am unable to be there this year. 

 
Commissioner Martin: 

• Will attend the 4-H picnic tonight. 
• Will attend the Council on Aging meeting on Monday. 

 
Marc Goodman: 

• Next Thursday I will be unavailable for a portion of the Commission 
meeting.   

 
Tammy Vopat: 

• Advance voting is going well.  We are averaging 50 voters a day.  We have 
also started the Mobile Polling in the senior care facilities.  

• I will be providing material for both the Democrat and Republican fair 
booths for recruiting election workers. 

• A few incidents of electioneering have occurred at the courthouse during 
advanced voting.  I have notified the press to remind the public of the 
state statutes prohibiting electioneering. 

 
Dan Slater: 

• Payroll system install is going well.   
 
 
Motion:  To Approve the minutes of the 7-15-10 meeting. Martin/Walters 3-0 
 
Discussion of smoking ordinance and the distance restrictions in relationship 
to the ash tray and waste receptacle at the front of the courthouse. 
 
Commissioner Walters will contact Facilities on placement of waste receptacles 
in the front of the courthouse. 
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, NEP with Commissioners, Russell 
Torrens, to return at 9:00 a.m.       Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 9:02 a.m.  
 
Break 
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Public Comment Time:  No one present to comment. 
 
Kent Heermann, Regional Development Assoc. of East Central Kansas:  Update 
on the Lyon County Tax Abatement Policy.  RDA Board adopted the policy and 
would ask the County to adopt the policy also. 
 
Commissioner Briggs stated that the Court of Tax Appeals makes the final 
decision for each tax abatement application. 
 
Motion:  To Adopt the revised policy of Real Property Tax Exemption as 
amended as contained within the Lyon County Tax Abatement Policy.       
         Briggs/Walters 3-0   
 
Dan Slater, FEMA disbursement request.  Need direction from the Commission 
on how to proceed with the grant and the disbursement.   
 
Commissioner Briggs commented that this issue was initiated with S&S 
Quality Meats, not Lyon County. 
 
Commissioner Martin confirmed that once the disbursement is made the 
property passes to the County to convert the property into green space. 
 
Commissioner Walters stated that Mr. Smoots was very vocal about his search 
for land in Lyon County to relocate the business. 
 
Commissioner Briggs stated that when disbursement is received by the County 
that the money needs to go to the mortgage holder of S&S Quality Meats. 
 
Motion:  To Authorize Dan Slater to proceed with the FEMA Grant 
Disbursement request related to S&S Quality Meats.    Briggs/Martin 3-0 
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, Legal with Commissioners and Marc 
Goodman, to return at 10:30 a.m.              Walters/Martin 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 10:30 a.m. 
  
Bobbie Agler & Christie Miller, A&M Consultants:  Discussion and review of 
budgets and month end reports.   
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, Legal with Commissioner and Michael 
Halleran, Marc Goodman and Dan Slater, to return at 11:55 a.m. 
         Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 11:55 a.m. with information. 
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Motion:  To Adjourn.      Briggs/Walters 3-0  
 
There being no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned.  
The next Study Session will take place on July 28, 2010 and the next Action 
Session on July 29, 2010. 
 
Attest:       Affirm: 
 
 
 
_________________________________       ______________________________ 
Tammy Vopat       Scott Briggs, Chairman 
Lyon County Clerk     Lyon County Commission 

 
 
 
 
 
 


