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LYON COUNTY COMMISSION MINUTES 
JULY 15, 2010 

 
 
The Board of Lyon County Commissioners met in Action Session at 8:00 a.m. 
in the Commission Chambers with the following people in attendance. 
 
Scott Briggs, Chairman    Rollie Martin, Vice Chairman  
Teresa Walters, Commissioner   Tammy Vopat, County Clerk 
Michael Halleran, Co. Counselor  Dan Slater, Controller 
 
Others attending part of the meeting were: 
Gary Eichorn, Sheriff    Brandy Nance, Gazette Reporter 
Jeff Cope, Security    Gary Smith, Chief of Police 
Matt Zimmerman, City Manager  Chris Phillips, Fair Board 
Linda Borst, Mapping    Robert Weber, Appraisers Office 
Chuck Samples, KVOE    Bobbie Agler, A&M Consulting 
Christie Miller, A&M Consulting  Rick Frevert, Emergency Mgmt. 
 
Call to Order 
 
Motion:  To Approve the Agenda as amended.       Briggs/Martin 3-0 
 
Motion:  To Approve the Consent Agenda as follows:      Walters/Martin 3-0 

a)  Warrants Payable 7-16-10 in the amount of $603,681.44. 
b)  Approve installing a phone set in the Commission Chamber in the 

amount not to exceed $150.00, to be paid from Fund 10-01. 
 
Reports: 
 
Commissioner Walters: 

• I attended the poll worker training Friday.  The League of Women Voters 
collaborates with the County Clerk’s Office to take polling equipment to 
local nursing homes so that residents can vote.  I will be helping with 
that later this month.  This is a great service that the partnership of 
these 2 groups provides.  I also want to acknowledge County Clerk, 
Tammy Vopat and Election Deputy Asst., Heather Dill’s efforts to 
streamline the training, materials and some of the procedures for poll 
workers. 

• I rode in the Olpe Down Home Days parade last Saturday.  It was great 
to see so many people lining the streets and celebrating their community. 

• Monday afternoon was the Flint Hills Technical College Board of Trustees 
meeting.  It was a fairly light agenda.  We approved the Master 
Agreement and discussed the monthly financial report. 
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• Yesterday was our Joint City/County Meeting.  It was really more a 
discussion and review of joint efforts such as fireworks and Clean Sweep. 

• I was notified that there will be no ECKAN meeting this month.  It would 
have occurred next Tuesday.  The CEO and some staff are out of state at 
a conference. 
 

Commissioner Briggs: 
• Attended a special RDA meeting on Monday, will have another RDA 

meeting tomorrow morning. 
• Thank you to Commissioner Walters for her work organizing the 

City/County Luncheon. 
• Met with Michael Halleran, Dan Slater, Fair Board members and the 

representatives from the Emporia Community Foundation. 
 
Commissioner Martin: 

• Attended Olpe Down Home Days and also rode in the parade.   
• Thank you Commissioner Walters and staff for organizing the 

City/County Luncheon. 
• The City and County are working on the ambulance contract and also in 

the process of writing a phone agreement. 
• Lots of calls and comments about the charitable gift for the fairgrounds. 
• I received a compliment for the Noxious Weed Department from 

landowner who had asked for help and appreciated the knowledgeable 
staff. 

 
Michael Halleran: 

• Spoke with City Attorney Blaise Plummer regarding a draft of an 
amendment for the ambulance contract. 

 
Dan Slater: 

• Payroll system install is going well. 
• Still working on grant reports. 

 
Tammy Vopat: 

• Advanced voting started in our office yesterday, so far a steady turnout 
with 56 voters. 

• State Representatives have finished the process of helping the districts 
with their budgets. 

• Recorded the minutes of the City/County Luncheon yesterday. 
• Will have another election school today. 

 
Motion:  To Approve the minutes of the 7-8-10 meeting.      Martin/Walters 3-0 
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Motion:  To Approve the minutes of the 7-9-10 special meeting.  

Martin/Walters 3-0 
 
Gary Eichorn discussed the radio and communication equipment and the 
range of communication. 
 
Gary Smith & Matt Zimmerman:  Discussion of the Communications Study.  
The City radio system is near being outdated and needs to be replaced.  City is 
asking the County to participate in the Communications Study and share 
information, time and costs to determine what equipment is needed.  
Consultant will be available on August 4th, at 1:30 p.m. for a meeting and 
County is invited to attend.  Mr. Zimmerman asked the County for 1/3 of the 
cost of the study, approximately $10,000.00.  City has also applied for a grant 
to purchase new equipment. 
 
Chris Phillips discussed the Fund 79 donation. Board feels the quonset huts 
need to be removed but there needs to be a storage facility on site for 
fairground equipment.    
 
Michael Halleran:  There has been preliminary discussion between the county 
and the foundation.  Commission will need to approve planning process to 
proceed. 
 
Motion:  To Approve the charitable gift by Emporia Community Foundation 
Fund 79 of a new building to be sited on the Lyon County Fairgrounds subject 
to proper planning.      Briggs/Martin 3-0 
 
 
Commissioner Martin expressed his thanks to the foundation for their 
generosity and also to the fair board. 
 
Commissioner Walters stated she appreciated the focus on the youth with the 
benefit to our entire community regarding the charitable gift. 
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, NEP with Commissioners, Linda Borst, 
Robert Weber and Laurie Hollembeak to return at 9:30 a.m.  Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 9:30 a.m. with information. 
 
Break  
 
Public Comment Time:  No one present to comment. 
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Motion:  To move to Executive Session, Legal with Commissioners and Michael 
Halleran, to return at 10:00 a.m.                      Briggs/Martin 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 10:00 a.m. with request for extension, to return at 
10:15 a.m.         Briggs/Martin 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 10:15 a.m. with information and direction given to 
Michael Halleran.     
 
A&M Consultants, Bobbie Agler and Christie Miller:  Discussion of the budget 
and end of month reports.   
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, Legal with Commissioners, Michael 
Halleran, Rick Frevert and Gary Eichorn, to return at 11:30 a.m.   
                 Walters/Briggs 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 11:30 a.m. with action. 
 
Motion:  To Authorize Rick Frevert, Emergency Management to contact the 
Help Desk to assess emergency management computers and follow their 
recommendations, to be paid from Fund 10-10.                   Walters/Briggs 3-0 
  
Motion:  To Adjourn.                      Martin/Walters 3-0 
           
 
There being no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned.  
The next Study Session will take place on July 21, 2010 and the next Action 
Session on July 22, 2010. 
 
Attest:       Affirm: 
 
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Tammy Vopat      Scott Briggs, Chairman 
Lyon County Clerk     Lyon County Commission 


