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LYON COUNTY COMMISSION MINUTES 
JANUARY 20, 2011 

 
 
The Board of Lyon County Commissioners met in Action Session at 8:00 a.m. in the 
Commission Chambers with the following people in attendance: 
 
Scott Briggs, Chairman    Rollie Martin, Vice Chairman 
Teresa Walters, Commissioner   Tammy Vopat, County Clerk 
Marc Goodman, County Counselor  Dan Slater, County Controller 
 
Others attending part of the meeting were: 
Brandy Nance, Gazette Reporter  Doug Stueve, Dept. on Aging 
Karen Hartenbower, resident   Sam Seeley, Zoning 
Laurie Redeker, Human Resources 
 
Call to Order 
 
Motion:  To Approve the Agenda as presented.      Briggs/Walters 3-0 
 
Motion:  To Approve the Consent Agenda as follows:     Walters/Martin 3-0 

a)  Approve Warrants Payable 1-21-11 in the amount of $434,564.67. 
b)  Approve Payroll Payable 1-21-11 in the amount of $227,245.99. 
c)  Approve Payroll Withholdings Payable 1-21-11 in the amount of 

$238,980.39. 
d)  Approve the revised Lyon County Highway Department Policy Handbook. 
e)  Approve sending Irv Carpenter and Charles Hoy to the Asphalt Road & Street 

Maintenance Seminar on February 18, 2011 in Leavenworth, KS, and pay the 
$65.00 per person registration and related travel expenses from the Road & 
Bridge fund 011-00-7420. 

 
 
Reports 
 
Commissioner Briggs: 

• Attended the RDA meeting. 
• Attended the KAC legislative meeting on Tuesday in Topeka. 
• Also attended the Fair Board Annual meeting on Saturday.  Thank you to the 

Fair Board for their services and fine meal. 
 

Commissioner Walters: 
• Thursday I attended the keynote for the 2011 Emporia Preservation and 

Sustainability workshop sponsored by the Kansas Historical Society and 
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promoted by Emporia Main Street.  The title of the presentation was “Spills, 
Sins and Starbucks-How We Designed Our Cities around Oil”. 

• On Saturday I attended a legislative event at the Emporia Public Library.  
Participants included our 3 state legislators, reps from EHS and ESU libraries 
as well as libraries in the county and 2 of the City Commission candidates. 

• I attended the Fair Board Annual Meeting Saturday evening.  That is always a 
nice event; these folks are very dedicated and hard working volunteers. 

• Tuesday evening was the ECKAN Board of Trustees meeting.  Election of 
Officers was held, along with more routine business. 

• Tuesday at noon is the Flint Hills Community Health Center Board meeting. 
 
 
Commissioner Martin: 

• Attended the Fair Board Annual meeting on Saturday.  Thank you to the Fair 
Board members for their work and congratulations to the new members. 

• Monday morning I will be attending the Council on Aging monthly meeting. 
• Will meet with Mayor Jim Kessler regarding city/county contracts. 

 
 
Marc Goodman: 

• Attended the RDA meeting. 
 
 
Tammy Vopat: 

• Possible changes coming from the State regarding a bill related to voter ID 
and proof of citizenship requirements for first time registrants. A focus also 
on voter fraud and mailed ballot security.   

• I am scheduled to assist with Homestead filings in Allen and Hartford.  
Deputy Linebarger and I will assist at Horizon Plaza and Broadview Towers 
and Jackie Diller is scheduled to assist in Americus.  We have been very busy 
with people coming to our office for assistance with filing their Homestead 
and Food Sales Tax refunds. 

• I have been working with Emergency Management Department in updating 
the EOC, providing supplies and updating the emergency contact 
information.  I have also created templates for press releases and saved them 
on flash drives that can be used on any available computer and printer, 
whether in the EOC or at a remote location.  I have also visited with Susan 
Fowler and asked for an informational “fact sheet” for Lyon County be 
updated and available on the Lyon County website.  A fact sheet will answer a 
number of questions from the press, for those who may not be familiar with 
our county.  
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Dan Slater: 
• Auditors will be in next week. 
• Working at the EOC on communication and networking solutions with Rick 

Frevert, Emergency Management. 
• Met with city officials yesterday regarding the plan for the phone system 

install. 
   
Motion:  To Approve the minutes of the 1-13-11 meeting as amended.   
          Walters/Martin 3-0 
 
Motion:  To Approve the Annual Report for Pike Township.    Martin/Walters 3-0 
 
Motion:  To Approve the Annual Report for Americus Township.   
          Walters/Martin 3-0 
 
Motion:  To Approve the Annual Report for Agnes City Township. 
          Martin/Walters 3-0 
 
Motion:  To Approve payment of additional $400,000.00 on Courthouse Bond. 
          Briggs/Martin 3-0 
 
Motion:  To Adopt Resolution 4-11, a Resolution Authorizing Foreclosure of Tax 
Liens and Sale of Real Property for Collection of Delinquent Taxes. 
          Martin/Walters 3-0
    
Motion:  To Approve L-CAT 5311 Operating and Capital Grant Applications for 
KDOT, Fiscal-12.        Briggs/Walters 3-0 
 
Motion:  To Approve the purchase of a computer and software for Hazardous 
Household Waste, in an amount not to exceed $1,000.00, to be paid from Fund 
017-00-9043.        Briggs/Walters 3-0
        
Motion:  To Approve sending Rene Arb to required 24 hr. Hazardous Waste training 
in Junction City, Kansas, January 24-26, 2011.  All associated costs will be paid 
from Fund 010-31-7420.      Briggs/Martin 3-0 
 
Motion:  To Approve sending Amy Welch to the 2011 “Works” Conference and 
Russell Torrens to attend the 8 (eight) hour refresher training in Wichita, Kansas, 
on March 22-24, 2011.  All associated costs will be paid from Fund 110-31-7420. 
          Briggs/Martin 3-0 
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Motion:  To Approve sending Russell Torrens and Guillermo Hinostroza to the 73rd 
Annual Kansas Weed Conference on March 1-3, 2011 in Topeka, Kansas.  All 
associated costs to be paid from Fund 026-00-7420.  Briggs/Walters 3-0  
 
Motion:  To Approve awarding the construction contract to Ditch Diggers 
contingent upon Kansas Department of Commerce approval, in the amount of 
$671,789.39 for Base Bid and Bid Alternate 1, for Rural Water District #1. 
          Walters/Martin 3-0 
 
Motion:  To table the business item regarding the Tax Abatement for Schmidt 
Custom Cabinetry, LLC in Olpe, Kansas until January 27, 2011.  
          Martin/Walters 3-0
   
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, NEP with Commissioners to return at 9:20 
a.m.          Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 9:18 a.m. 
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, Legal with Commissioners, Marc Goodman 
and Michael Halleran, to return at 9:30 a.m.   Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 9:30 a.m. with information. 
 
Break 
 
Public Comment: Karen Hartenbower reported on North Central Flint Hills Area 
Agency on Aging, and stated she was elected chairperson of the finance committee.   
She stated the meals that are being served from the NCFHAAA are very good.  They 
are looking at doing fund raisers and grants to help support their facility since the 
building is not yet paid for.  Karen also talked about the issue of the lease regarding 
the senior center and is working to get it resolved.   
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, NEP with Commissioner and Sam Seeley, to 
return at 10:10 a.m.       Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 10:12 a.m.  
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, NEP with Commissioners, Laurie Redeker, 
Sam Seeley, Marc Goodman and Dan Slater, to return at 10:30 a.m. 
          Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Motion:  To move to Executive Session, NEP with Commissioners and Dan Slater, 
to return at 10:50 a.m.       Walters/Briggs 3-0  
Meeting reconvened at 10:47 a.m.  
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Motion:  To move to Executive Session, Proprietary with Commissioners, Marc 
Goodman and Sam Seeley, to return at 11:00 a.m.  Briggs/Walters 3-0 
Meeting reconvened at 11:02 a.m. with information. 
 
Motion:  To Adjourn.       Walters/Martin 3-0
    
 
There being no further business before the Board, the next Study Session will take 
place on January 26, 2011 and the next Action Session on January 27, 2011. 
 
Attest:      Affirm: 
 
 
 
________________________________  _________________________________ 
Tammy Vopat     Scott Briggs, Chairman 
Lyon County Clerk    Lyon County Commission 


