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Law Resources for 
Ordinary People 

Americans enjoy the best legal 
system in the world. It didn’t come 
about by luck but through a great 
deal of work and sacrifice from 
previous generations.  
 
The price our country has paid for 
its legal system is quite high. 
Thousands of U.S. citizens have 
given their lives through military 
service. Others gave up social 
prestige, endured verbal abuse and 
societal regard for standing up for 
our constitutional rights. 
 
From Patrick Henry to Rosa Parks, 
we have many heroes of the 
American legal system. We owe it 
to them to carry on their 
inspirational examples to preserve 
and strengthen the rule of law. 

Why Learn About the Law? Lyon County Law Library 

430 Commercial 
Emporia, KS 66801 

Lyon County Law Library 

courtroom in the Lyon County Courthouse 



U.S. law descended from centuries of 
legal precedent, taking its heritage from 
the ancient Roman Empire, the Magna 
Carta of the 13th century and the 
courts in 
17th-
century 
England and 
France. 
Along the 
way it 
acquired a number of phrases from 
other languages: certiorari, nolo 
contendere, voir dire. Not only does legal 
vocabulary reflect this diverse history, 
but the phrases used in court 
documents reflect the 17th-century 
European courts. For example, a 
motion filed with the court might begin,  
“COMES NOW the plaintiff and moves 
the Court for an order…” which is not 
how most Americans speak to each 
other but is the correct way to enter a 
legal request before the court. 
 

The Court 
“Court” has several meanings:  
1. a governmental body consisting of 

one or more judge 
2. the judge or judges who sit on a 

governmental body 

Law 101: The Basics 
3. the locale for a legal proceeding 
4. the building where the judge or judges 

convene to adjudicate disputes and administer 
justice. (Black’s, p. 378)  
The Fifth Judicial District Court is an example 

of the first definition; the judges who serve on the 
Fifth Judicial District are an example of the second 
definition, the courtroom is an example of the 3rd 
definition, and the Kansas Judicial Center in 
Topeka is an example of the fourth definition.  

Because the building, the room and the judge 
who sits on the bench represent the sum of 

American law, 
every person 
appearing in court 
is expected to 
show respect to 
our judicial 
system. If you are 
summoned to 
court, dress 

appropriately—clean and neat— and speak only as 
the Court (judge) or your counsel prompts you. 
Address the judge as “Your Honor,” and keep 
your tone and words respectful. Persons waiting 
outside of a courtroom should also dress and act 
respectfully. Most Kansas courts have rules 
mandating the removal of unruly persons, 
regardless of whether they are inside the 
courtroom or waiting in the hallway outside. 

  

Learn More About the Law 

The Language 
Black’s Law Dictionary, 8th Edition 
online legal dictionary and encyclopedia: 
http://www.law.cornell.edu—select “Legal 
Information Institute” 
 
The Framework 
U.S. Constitution 
Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov 
National Archives: http://www.archives.gov 
 
Kansas State Constitution 
Kansas State Library: http://www.skyways.org 
 
The Laws 
U.S. Code—
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/uscode/index.html 
Kansas Statutes— 
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-
statutes/index.do 
Emporia City Code & Ordinances — 
http://66.113.195.234/KS/Emporia/index.htm 
 
General Legal Information for the Non-Lawyer 
NOLO Press 
http://www.nolo.com 
 
Lyon County Law Library 
http://www.lyoncounty.org/lawlibrary.htm 
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